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WIDOW REMARRIAGE

[From a speech delivered at Mysore on 30-7-1927]

I have met hundreds of girls, but I have during my
wanderings scarcely seen two or three who being above the
age of 13 said that they were unmarried. It is no religion to
have as one's wife a girl who is fit only to sit in one's lap,
but it is the height of irreligion. I look to every youth in
India to resolve not to marry a girl under 16. The widow
has a sacred place in Hinduism, but the ancient Hindu
widow was never in the wretched condition in which we
find the Hindu widow of today. I cannot conceive of a girl
of 15 becoming a widow. I do not regard a girl married
who is given away in marriage by her parents without
her consent and for pecuniary or some other advantage.
If any such girl is widowed, I think, it is the duty of her
parents to marry her again. So far as other widows are
concerned, if they think that they cannot lead a life of pure-
widowhood, they have as much right to remarry as have-
widowers in the same predicament. Let your society make
these three questions its own, and try to its utmost to solve
them.

Young India, 18-8-'27
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